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Re:
Revised Exploratory Excavation Policy
EXPLORATORY EXCAVATION

PERMITTING AND INSPECTION PROCEDURES

Application/Submittal Process:

Land Use Technician shall review application, verify project is located in the unincorporated area of Riverside County, confirm application is complete and signed by the appropriate property owner(s), check GIS for habitat and cultural areas related to project’s location (*).  If project is located in a habitat area, Land Use Technician will refer applicant to Environmental Programs Department (EPD) before proceeding with permit.

(*) Projects located east of approximately Whitewater are outside of the Western County MSHCP; hence, projects not located within the limits of the Western County MSHCP shall refer to EPD for further direction.

If project is not in habitat area or area of cultural resource sensitivity, Land Use Technician reviews applications, Land Use Technician determines the application is ready to generate a permit number (BGR), subtype (GOTHR).  When completed, the applicant is sent to the Building and Safety counter for processing the permit for issuance.  The Building counter person will place a minimum deposit of four (4) hours of inspection/observation time for the site inspection.  Once the deposit has been paid, the Building counter person will stamp the submitted material as accepted and the permit issued.

Required Cover Sheet and Plan

Applicant shall submit, along with the completed application, the following information for processing:

1. Two cover letters from project’s Geologist referencing County’s “GEO Number” (**), Assessor Parcel number/s (APN) and identifying how 2 – 14 will be accomplished.
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 (**) A County Geologic Report number (GEO) is required for review of excavated trenches, trench logs and resulting reports.  Acquisition of a GEO number can be obtained through submittal of the completed “Application for Submittal of Planning Geologic Report”, and associated deposit for review.

2. Submit two site plans identifying legal lot lines/parcels with graphic scale and north arrow

3. Submit two vicinity maps

4. Identify the limits of the study area within legal lot lines/parcel

5. Identify extent of planned area of exploratory excavations, proposed exploratory trenches and boring locations

6. Identify potential disturbance/denudated areas (planned roadways, etc.)

7. Identify points of access and routes of travel through site as appropriate

8. Identify the quantity of material to be moved or cleared

9. Identify the location/placement of trench spoil piles and soil boring cuttings

10. Identify Storm Water Pollution Prevention and NPDES requirements

11. Identify method of re-establishing preexisting grades as identified by best management practices.  Excavation on hillsides may require additional plan review and field implementations 

12. Identify PM 10 measures

13. Identify open excavation/s, and shall employ best management practices

14. Identify backfill methods and compaction efforts to be employed

.

Exploratory excavation observation will be performed by Riverside County’s Geologist, or their designee. 

Once work is completed BGR permit must be finaled (report prepared by geologist identifying compliance with above, and backfill of exploratory excavations completed).
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